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Victory  garden  questions  fill  the  mailbag  today.  And  plant  scientists  of  the 
U.S. Department  of  Agriculture  have  answered  them.  Let's  start  with  a  letter  ask- 
ing about  arranging  the  rows  of  vegetables  in  a  victory  garden.     This  letter  says: 

"Which  way  should  the  rows  in  the  garden  run  north  and  south,  or  east  and  west?" 

In  answer,  the  plant  scientists  say  the  direction  the  rows  run  according  to 

the  compass  doesn't  matter,  if  your  garden  is  level  gets  plenty  of  sunshine... 

and  has  the  protection  of  hedge  or  trees  on  the  windy  side.     But  if  -our  plot 

slopes  very  much,  don't  run  your  rows  up  and  down  the  hill  run  them  crosswise. 

If  the  garden  ground  is  nearly  level,  the  rows  will  be  easier  to  cultivate  when 
they  run  the  long  way  of  the  plot.  Plan  your  garden  so  as  to  have  tall-growing 
crops  like  pole  beans  on  tae  north  or  west  side  of  the  plot.  Then  they  won't 
shade  the  low- u owing  vegetables,  like  peas  or  radishes. 

Here's  another  point i  Plant  the  first  crops  of  small,  early  vegetables  along- 
the  south  or  east  side.  Then  your  later  plantings  of  the  same  crops  will  be  easy 
to  start  without  interfering  with  the  slower  crops. 

low  for  a  question  about  follow-up  crops  in  the  victory  garden. 
"Which  are  the  best  vegetables  to  plant  in  the  garden  after  the  early  crops 
are  gone?" 

Plant  scientists  say  one  wise  rule  in  planting  second  crops  is:  Replant  with 
a  different,  rather  than  the  same  kind  of  vegetable  on  the  same  ground.  For 


ey.ar.role ,  early  peas  and  beans  are  "both,  legumes;  so  don't  plant  lima  "beans  in  the 
same  pla.ee  where  the  early  peas  grew.     Instead,  follow  beans  or  peas  with  dif- 
ferent vegetables,   such  as  cabbage ,  celery,  carrots  or  beets.  Or  follow  early 
corn  or  potatoes  with  fall  turnips  or  spinach.  Crops  likely  to  suffer  from  the 
same  diseases  should  not  follow  each  other  in  the  same  soil. 

A  second  good  rule  is:  Follow  early  vegetables  with  late  vegetables.  You  can 
Soften  get  seed  for  different  varieties  of  the  same  vegetable  for  early,  mid-season, 
and  late  planting.  Group  the  crops  that  ripen  early  together  in  the  garden  so  that 
as  soon  as  they  are  over,  you  can  plant  later  crops  in  that  section.    You  don't 
always  have  to  wait  until  the  entire  early  crop  is  gone  to  plant  the  follow-up 
crops.  Often  -ou  can  plant  between  the  rows.  ?or  example,  you  can  start  late 
cabbage  between  rows  of  potatoes. 

imow  as  to  what  vegetables  to  plant  as  second  and  third  crops  in  your  victory 
garden.     The  garden  may  "be  too  small  for  corn  or  potatoes,  so  you'll  want  to  plant 
mostly  the  vegetables  that  supply  the  most  vitamins  and  minerals,  and  that  do  well 
in  mid-summer  or  later. 

With  some  vegetables,  a  single  spring  planting  will  continue  to  "bear  for  a 
long  season.  Lima,  beans,  pole  snap  "beans,  chard,  and  tomatoes  are  some  of  the  best 
of  these  long-season  crops. 

One  of  the  plant  specialists  of  the  U, S .Department  of  Agriculture  says  that 
after  he  harvests  two  50  foot  rows  of  early  pole  snap  beans  planted  in  the  spring, 
he  follows  up  with  3  rows  of  Purple  Top  Globe  turnips.  When  his  garden's  supply 
of  lettuce  runs  out  in  July,  he  puts  in  half  a  row  of  carrots.  Two  rows  of  collards 
go  in  after  early  "beets,  carrots  and  turnips  have  gone.  Three  rows  of  Dark  Bed 
"beets  succeed  cabbage  and  onions.  Refugee  beans  are  a  late  crop,  so  they  follow 
radishes  and  spinach. 

This  is  just  an  example,  of  course,  of  how  one  man  gets  variety  in  the  season's 
plantings  in  his  victory  garden.  If  you  have  any  doubts  as  to  what  are  the  best 
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■.second  or  third  crops  for  your  garden,  consult  experienced  gardeners  ariong  jovcc 
[neighbors,  or  your  county  agricultural  agent. 

Next  cones  a  question  about  school  gardens.  This  letter  says: 

"Our  Parent  Teacher  A  sociation  wa,nts  to  start  a  school-lunch  garden.  The  plan 
is  to  have  a  garden  to  supply  fresh  and  canned  vegetables  for  the  children' s 
lunches.  Where  can  we  get  information  about  starting  such  a  garden?" 

Garden  advisors  of  the  U.S. Department  of  Agriculture  agree  with  you  that  every 

Bound  of  vegetables  children  can  grow  in  school  lunch  gardens  this  year  will  fill 
a  need.  You  can  get  general  directions  for  planning,  planting  ~n&  cultivating  such 
a  garden  from  a  bulletin  called  ''Victory  Gardens",  put  out  by  the  U.S. Department  of 

| Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C.  As  for  the  best  varieties  of  vegetables  to  plant, 

! consult  experienced  gardeners  in  your  locality  or  your  State  extension  service. 

The  school  garden  must  be  large  enough  to  supply  fresh  vegetables  while  school 
is  in  session,  as  well  as  vegetables  to  can  for  next  winter.  Your  organization 
needs  to  arrange  to  have  the  garden  cultivated  all  through  the  summer  vacation,  or 
much  good  food  will  go  to  waste. .  .  .also  to  arrange  for  canning  the  surplus  for  next 
winter ... .maybe  training  some  of  the  older  children  in  canning,  or  having  the 
mothers  do  the  work  entirely.  Some  communities  hire  someone  to  take  care  of  the 

{school  garden  in  summer;  others  organize  squads  of  volunteer  children  or  mothers,  or 

!j both,  with  a  competent  supervisor. 

Nov/  is  the  time  to  start  the  school  garden  unless  there  is  still  danger  of  se- 
vere freezing.  As  in  -'jny    victory  garden,  the  school  garden  should  furnish  a  con- 
tinuous supply  of  vegetables  from  spring  through  fall.  To  keep  every  foot  of  the 
garden  working,  repla.ee  some  vegetables  at  intervals  with  other  vegetables. 

As  the  season  aoes  on,  the  children  will  learn  a  lot  about  gardens.  They1 11 
learn  what  to  plant  for  best  nutritive  value.  They'll  learn  how  to  plan  a  garden 
layout,  how  to  prepare  the  soil  and  mark  out  the  rows.  Then  they'll  learn  to  trans- 
plant, to  thin,  to  cultivate,  and  water  the  school  garden  properly. 

But  the  whole  school  garden  project  needs  competent .. .and  constant ...  supervision 
.throughout  the  season.  If  the  teacher  can't  give  the  time  for  this,  perhaps  someone 
In  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  will  volunteer  to  do  it. 


